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Landmark trial to which Jorge Vinicio Sosa Orantes is related: 
 

Lawyers Without Borders Canada Attends the Dos Erres 
Massacre Trial in Guatemala as International Observer 

 
 
Quebec City, July 25, 2011 – A landmark trial is beginning this July 25, 2011, in 
Guatemala’s capital city. Four former members of the Guatemalan military accused of 
being implicated in the massacre of the community of Las Dos Erres are standing trial.  
Given the emblematic nature of this case, Lawyers Without Borders Canada (LWBC) 
has sent two expert lawyers to observe the entire trial process. 
 
“The massacre of the community of Las Dos Erres is one of the worst massacres that 
occurred during the 36 year long internal armed conflict in Guatemala which has caused 
more than 200,000 people to be killed or disappeared. After over a decade of legal 
hang-ups, and almost 17 years since charges were initially filed, the case is finally in 
court. It is an important day for the families of the victims who are longing for justice, and 
also a test for the development of human rights law in Guatemala and internationally”, 
said Mr. Pascal Paradis, Executive Director of LWBC.  
 
Many Canadians became aware of this case following the arrest of Mr. Jorge Vinicio 
Sosa Orantes in Lethbridge, Alberta, on January 18, 2011. Mr. Sosa Orantes, still being 
held in Alberta and facing extradition on immigration fraud charges, is also – and more 
importantly for LWBC – one of the persons accused in Guatemala of having perpetrated 
the Dos Erres massacre.  
 
Only four of those 17 accused will stand trial, the rest either being, like Sosa Orantes, 
outside of Guatemala, impossible to locate, or as was the case with Pedro Pimental 
Ríos, recently extradited from the United States back to Guatemala, detained too late to 
be included in these proceedings. 
 
If the trial proceeds as is anticipated, a decision should be rendered by August 12, 2011, 
a few days before Sosa Orantes’ extradition hearing in Canada, currently set for August 
16 and 17, 2011.  It remains to be seen whether the decision in the trial in Guatemala 
will impact the decision on the extradition hearing.  
 
LWBC’s legal observation mission has as its main objective to attend all of the hearings 
in this trial and to observe its progress in order to determine if justice is rendered in 
accordance with the internationally recognized norms for fair trials and basic principles 
relating to the respect of human rights.   
 
“We believe that the context in Guatemala is propitious to this observation and that it can 
not only contribute to a fair trial but also to the peace process and the strengthening of 
human rights,” concluded Pascal Paradis.   



 
### 

 
About Lawyers Without Borders Canada: LWBC (www.asfcanada.ca) is an 
international cooperation non-governmental organization registered as a charity in 
Canada. Its core mission is to help defend the human rights of the most vulnerable 
persons and groups by reinforcing access to justice and legal representation. LWBC 
runs an international cooperation program in Guatemala aiming at reinforcing victims’ 
legal representation for the strategic litigation of human rights abuses. 
 
About the Dos Erres Massacre: Between December 6 and 8, 1982, members of a 
specially trained counter-insurgency unit of the Guatemalan armed forces entered the 
community of Las Dos Erres. These army officers removed community members from 
their homes, gathered them together and, after raping and torturing some of the women 
and children, assassinated virtually everyone in the community. The death toll reached 
more than 250. The recent advances in the Dos Erres Guatemalan court case can be 
attributed to the hard work of family members of those killed in the massacre, civil 
society and prosecutors, as well as that of the Guatemalan human rights lawyers whose 
work is actively supported by LWBC. 
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Contact: Mrs. Geneviève Villeneuve-Patry 
  Communications Coordinator, Lawyers Without Borders Canada 
  Telephone: 418.907.2607 #107 
  Email:  genevieve.villeneuve-patry@asfcanada.ca 

 

 


